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Louise Schnaufer, Founding Member of the 
Foundation, Remembered 
   

Dr. Louise Schnaufer passed away on October 
14, 2011 at her home in Philadelphia. She 
graduated from The Woman's Medical College of 
Philadelphia in 1951. She became the first 
female Chief Surgical Resident at the Union 
Memorial Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland and 
continued her post-graduate training in pediatric 
surgery at the Children's Hospital in Philadelphia. 
  
Returning to Baltimore, she established the city's 
first pediatric surgical service, working at Union 

Memorial Hospital and at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. After several 
years, she returned to Philadelphia and joined practices with C. 
Everett Koop at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia where she 
remained until her retirement in 2002 at the age of 77. She was a 
pioneer in the separation of conjoined twins and is responsible for 
the construction of the first gortex diaphragm in the treatment of 
hernias.  Read Obituary 

Rita Charon, M.D., Ph.D. Honored as 2011 Alma Dea 
Morani, M.D. Renaissance Woman Awardee 

  
On Tueday, October 11, 2011, Rita 
Charon, M.D. was presented with the 12th 
Annual Alma Dea Morani, M.D. 
Renaissance Woman Award at Columbia 
University Medical Center.    
  
Rita Charon is 
Professor of Clinical 
Medicine at the College 
of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Columbia 
University and 

Executive Director of the Program in Narrative 
Medicine. She is a general internist in practice in 
the Associates of Internal Medicine in 
Presbyterian Hospital. Dr. Charon graduated 
from Harvard Medical School in 1978 and trained 
in internal medicine at the Residency Program in Social Medicine at 
Montefiore Hospital in New York.  More 

Dr. Donald Landry 
(Nominator), Dr. Charon, and 

Dr. Wilma Bulkin Siegel 
(ADM Committee Chair) 

  
Make an Impact!  

  
Your support of FHWIM will 
help us survive the current 
economy with our programs 
not only intact, but thriving!  
We are counting on those 
who believe in and share 
our mission. 

http://www.fhwim.org/schnaufer_obituary.php
https://secure.agora-net.com/fhwim/contributions/gift-cc.php
http://www.fhwim.org/programs/bios/charon_bio.php


History is a Tough Sell...  
Why YOUR Gift is Vital to Our Mission 
   
In a recent Associated Press article on U.S. history museums and 
their struggle to secure private funding, statistics indicated that 
historical organizations are experiencing declining private support. 
"History is a tough sell," according to Robert Flacke Sr., President 
of the Fort William Henry Museum. "Updating exhibits and special 
projects is expensive, especially for smaller museums and lesser 
known historical organizations." 
  
Capturing the history of pioneering women in medicine and making 
that information available to the current medical community, 
including students, is a valuable contribution to the field of 
medicine, but it requires funding, typically received from those of us 
who are passionate about the cause. 
 
Consider making a tax deductible contribution to FHWIM to help us 
continue to create and deliver programs that preserve and promote 
the history of women in medicine.   Annual Appeal Letter 

A Special Project of the Foundation for the History 
of Women in Medicine  
History is HERstory Too! 
  
Do you have experiences or advice that would be of value to share 
with our fellows, student scholars, and the FHWIM community?  
Here is your opportunity to allow others to learn from your 
experiences.  We are currently collecting stories that answer the 
question: 
  

What were the major obstacles to your career 
advancement in medicine and how did you 

overcome them? 
   
Check out the new interactive storybook on our website and add 
YOUR story today!  Submit Story 
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http://www.fhwim.org/res/pdf/2011_eoy_appeal.pdf
http://www.fhwim.org/HerStories/storybook.php
http://www.fhwim.org/programs/herstory_submission.php
http://www.fhwim.org

